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The Honourable Todd Stone, MLA
Minister of Transportation and Infrastructure
Room 305, Parliament Buildings
Victoria, BC V8V 1X4

Dear Minister Stone:

Re: Transportation of Dangerous Goods by Rail — Rail Relocation

We are writing to you and to the Honourable Marc Garneau, Federal Minister of Transportation seeking
consideration and support for the relocation of the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad (BNSFR) from
its current route along the coastline of the Semiahmoo Peninsula, travelling from the United States to the
CN/CP trackage to the Port of Vancouver, to a more direct, inland route. A relocation of this route would
address an extremely and increasing dangerous situation in terms of an inevitable rail derailment and
other safety, environmental community concerns while providing a superior route from a time travel and
operational standpoint.

The City of White Rock and the City of Surrey are seeking partnership and funding opportunities for a
study on options for rail relocation.

In the early 1900’s the government granted a Right of Way for a railroad to the BNSFR’s predecessor, the
Great Northern Railway along the coastline of the Semiahmoo Peninsula. Three communities north of the
U.S. border inhabit the area along the Peninsula, the Semiahmoo First Nation, the City of White Rock
(with a population of approximately 20,000) and the City of Surrey (with a population of approximately
540,000).

In recent years, the volume of train traffic has increased significantly. In 1992, there were between two
and five trains per day. Today, there are between 15 and 20, and that number will be increasing in the
near future. Of the current trains, 4 are Amtrak passenger trains and the remainder, transport of goods.
Several of the daily trains are hauling coal from the Powder River basin in Montana to the coal port in
Delta, British Columbia. These trains are typically 140 cars (2.4 kilometres) long. In 2017, there will be an
additional four coal trains per day hauling American coal to a new coal port on the Fraser River.

Approximately half of the daily south-bound trains consist of mixed loads. The mixed cargo will be lumber
and other relatively benign materials interspersed with some extremely toxic, flammable and explosive
dangerous goods. These dangerous goods include: chlorine, hydrochloric acid, propane, liquid hydro
carbons, hydrogen peroxide, sodium hydroxide, and anhydrous ammonia.
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Recently, BNSFR has begun hauling 100 to 120 car trains of crude oil from Dakota which travels through
the community of Semiahmoo First Nation and cities of White Rock and Surrey to the Port of Vancouver.
This is the same volatile crude oil that was the source of the disaster in Lac Mégantic.

Around the Peninsula along the Semiahmoo Bay area, the majority of the Right of Way is adjacent to
extremely steep and unstable terrain. The steep, high banks have given rise to numerous slides in the past.

To date, there have been nine recorded derailments through this area. Fortunately, they all occurred
before the advent of the dangerous goods. Nonetheless, the slides continue and with climate change and
the increase in the size, length and weight of trains, it is inevitable that there will be others with
disastrous results.

In addition to the slide concerns, we are now experiencing issues caused by climate change. In March of
this year we had a storm which resulted in the loss of much of the rip-rap protection of the BNSFR
trackage. Alarmingly, despite the damage, the railway continued to operate, hauling dangerous goods
south despite what appeared to be marginal roadbed conditions.

We have attached some images of a train as it is carrying a mixed freight load including dangerous goods
passing by the outskirts of the Surrey community of Crescent Beach travelling toward the City of White
Rock. The train is so long that if it derailed at the location shown in the photograph, the tail end of it
would have blocked Crescent Beach off from evacuation. Crescent Beach has a resident population of
around 1,200 plus hundreds if not thousands of daily visitors. A chlorine spill in this location would
certainly have resulted in many fatalities.

The other images provided offer additional context to our situation and illustrates the difficulties the
community of Semiahmoo First Nation and the cities of White Rock and Surrey face.

A factor which we believe is strongly supportive of our application is that relocating the tracks also has
positive economic benefits for both our communities and BNSFR. Attached, is an image comparing the
current slow speed route with a more direct, faster route which would save 30 minutes of travel each
way. We note that this relocation is, in fact, part of a plan recommended by the Washington State
Department of Transportation in a 2006 Long Range Plan for Amtrak Cascades in order to reduce the
travel time between Vancouver, B.C. and Seattle, Washington from nearly 4 hours to 2 Yz hours. We are
providing you with a link to the source of this information contained in the Washington State Long-Range
Plan for Amtrak Cascades Report prepared by the Washington State Department of Transportation dated
February 2006 at: Amtrak Cascades Report.

We are absolutely convinced that this is not a question of if a disaster will occur but a question of when it
will occur. We can only hope that something can be done before we face another tragic incident as did
the people of Lac Megantic, and in our situation would also include immense damage to the foreshore
and marine life in and along Semiahmoo Bay which is part of a protected Wildlife Management Area.

We would like to initiate an application to the Canadian Transportation Agency to relocate the BNSFR
Right of Way, but this will take time, collaboration, resources and funding. The purpose of our letter is to
bring this matter to your attention and elicit provincial support as we and the City of Surrey seek
partnership and funding opportunities for a study on options for rail relocation.
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Thank you for your consideration and we look forward to opportunities to meet with you to discuss this
matter further.

Yours truly,

Mayor Wayne Baldwin
City of White Rock
Enclosures

cc: Mayor Linda Hepner, City of Surrey
Councillor Grant Meyer, City of White Rock
Councillor Judy Villeneuve, City of Surrey
Dianne Watts, MP, South Surrey-White Rock
Gordon Hogg, MLA, Surrey-White Rock
Chief Willard Cook, Semiahmoo First Nation
Ken Hardie, MP, Fleetwood-Port Kells
John Aldag, MP, Cloverdale-Langley City
Sukh Dhaliwal, MP, Surrey-Newton
Randeep Sarai, MP Surrey Centre
Honourable Stephanie Cadieux, MLA, Surrey-Cloverdale
Honourable Peter Fassbender, MLA, Surrey-Fleetwood
Sue Hammell, MLA, Surrey-Green Timbers
Harry Bains, MLA, Surrey-Newton
Robin Silvester, President & CEO, Port of Vancouver
Editor, Vancouver Sun
Editor, Province
Peace Arch Newspaper
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Photo Credit: Don Pitcairn

(March 2016— Dangerous goods pass over extremely eroded rail bed in Surrey, B.C.)

Photo Credit: Don Pitcairn

(March 2016— Dangerous goods pass over dangerously eroded rail bed constituted of some dubious fill materials
in Surrey, B.C.)
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Photo Credit: Don Pitcairn

(Match 2016 — Days after a storm that caused erosion of BNSFR rail bed freight train with dangerous goods passing
by south end of Crescent Beach community in Surrey, B.C. The tail end of the train is approximately 3km away and
would be completely blocking the only evacuation route out of Crescent Beach.)



Images of the City of White Rock, British Columbia
Railway Passage and Activities slong the Waterfront

Dangerous goods traveling along the White Rock and Surrey Waterfront
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White Rock West Beach (Crowds Accessing the Waterfront)
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White Rock East Beach during the Summer
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